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grids, airports, rail systems, hospitals—have become 
vulnerable (Wolf 2000). In response to Internet crimes, 
the FBI and the Department of Justice have established 
computer crime teams or offices. Some states, such 
as Massachusetts and New York, have created high- 
technology crime units.

What Does It Mean to Me?
Crime rates have dropped significantly in most large cities 
since the 1990s. Consider the homicide rate. The rate 
peaked in 1980 at 10.2 homicides per 100,000 people 
(Blumstein and Rosenfeld 1998). For 2011, the homicide 
rate was 4.7 homicides per 100,000 people (Smith and 
Cooper 2013). There is less violent crime, but do we still 
live in fear? Which type of crime do you fear the most? 
Why?

What Does It Mean to Me?
Dharun Ravi, a former Rutgers University student, was convicted in 2012 of using a 
webcam to spy on his roommate kissing another man. Using Twitter and text messages, 
he encouraged others to watch the video. His roommate, Tyler Clementi, committed 
suicide after learning of the video. Because Ravi had targeted Clementi, a gay man, his 
crime was classified as a hate crime. Ravi was sentenced to 30 days in jail, along with 
three years of probation and 300 hours of community service. Ravi served a total of 
20 days, having earned early release for good behavior and his work in jail. Does this 
punishment fit his crime? Why or why not?

THE INEQUALITIES OF CRIME— 
OFFENDERS AND VICTIMS
Offenders
Reports consistently reveal that African American males are overrepresented in incar-
ceration statistics. Most jail or prison inmates are male and African American (refer 
to Table 13.5). On December 31, 2013, almost 3% of the Black male U.S. population 
of all ages were imprisoned, compared to 1% of Hispanic males and 0.5% of White 
males. On the same day, Black females were imprisoned at more than twice the rate 
of White females (Carson 2014). That a category of people is overrepresented among 
violent offenders does not necessarily mean that this group is responsible for more 
violent acts (Brownstein 2001). Keep in mind that these statistics are based only on 
those who were caught by the criminal justice system.

Table 13.5  �Percentage of prisoners under state or 
federal jurisdiction by gender and race, 
based on inmates with sentences of 
more than one year, December 2013

Males Females

White 32.1 49.4

Black 37.2 22.2

Hispanic 22.3 16.9

Other*   8.3 11.4

*OTHER includes American Indians, Asians, Native Hawaiians, other Pacific 
Islanders, and persons identifying two or more races.

SOURCE: Adapted from Guerino, Harrison, and Sabol 2011.
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